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Kollaimalai,and Kalrayan hills. It constitutes the boundary
between the South Arcot and Trichinopoly districts, and
reaches the Bay of Bengal at Porto Novo. According to
tradition, it reaches the waters of the Coleroon out at sea;
and, in the Tamil month Masi, the idol from the temple at
Srimushnam is taken in procession to the shore opposite
the spot, and Hindus bathe in the sea.
The Cauvery or Kaveri (475 miles) is sometimes called
the Dakshina Ganga, or Ganges of the south. Its divine
origin is set forth in the Kaveri Mahatmya. Among the
Hindu death-rites is the sacred bath for the atonement of
sins and purification of the soul, which is called kaveri or
samudra snana, according as the dying person is near a
river or the sea. The Cauvery rises at Tale-Kaveri on the
Brahmagiri hills in Coorg. Near the Coorg frontier it flows
past Fraserpet, and enters the Mysore State, passing soon
afterwards through a narrow gorge, with a fall which gives
rise to the rapids of Chunchankatte. The Kabbani river
joins it at Tirumakudlu near Narsipur, and the confluence
is regarded as a very sacred spot. In its course through
Mysore, the Cauvery forms the islands of Seringapatam and
Sivasamudram (sea of Siva). At the latter are the cele-
brated Cauvery Falls, called the Gagana Chukki (sky
spray) and Bhar Chukki (heavy spray), which have been
said to far surpass the falls of the Rhine at Schaffhausen in
height, volume, and grandeur. In the centre of the Bhar
Chukki is a hollow shaped like a horse-shoe, down which
the main stream falls. In the rainy season, the Bhar
Chukki is about a quarter of a mile broad. On the island
of Sivasamudram is the tomb of Plr Wall, a Muhammadan
saint, which is the scene of an annual festival. Below the
falls, the river narrows to form the meke dhatu or goat's
leap. At Sivasamudram the Cauvery enters the Madras
Presidency, forming the boundary between the Salem and
Coimbatore districts, and further on enters the Trichinopoly